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HESORANIE fer the Girector. 


Following is the report of activities for Yellowsiere ‘ari for the ~onth 
of May 1943: 


AEE Es AS wag the ease during the past two years, there was 
censiderable precipitation during the month of Vay in the form of beth rain 
and snow which was beneficial in delaying tim fire danger. There were fem 


clear, sunshiny days, but toward the end of the sonth several days of warm 
weather raised the streame to flood proportions and sany of thea were running 
over their banks. The foot-tridge over tie Usrdinmer river te the old target 
range wag washed out end others were emiutgered, as were also oortions ef the 
Gardiner river road. ‘fost of the streams and rivers were Gigher than they tad 
been for many years, and trere was still « great dewl of enow in tie high 
country to run off wiich might cuuse damage later. ‘There was considerable 
eoncera over water damage wileh si git result later around jivingsten and ether 
communities on the Yellomstene River. 4s only the north and west gates were 
open to travel during the month and there were very few visitors, the story 
weather did not greatly inconvenience those who were able to reach the park. 
There were only four clear days during the month » twelve carily cleady and 
fifteen clowiy, The saximun temmera ture was 75° on the 27th and 28th and the 
@inimam 18° on the Lith. Total precipitation for tie month was 2.43 inches 

as against 4.25 in Vey 1942. A strong wind on May 16 caused numerous trees 

te fall and somewhat deleyed road opening operations. 


' Snew depths decreased repidiy in the Lower elevations of the pari while 
at the higher elevations « great deal of the winter snew pack remained. Jnor 
og at Use end of the sonth were reported as fellews: nertoueust entrance, 

West Yellowetone, east entrance ari Lake Station, drifts; gouth entrance, 36 
inches; Oud Padthful {in timber), 26 inchesy Isa luke, 72 inches; oylvan Pass, 
200 inches (drift). 


g activities. Superintendent fevers was in the perk until vay cu 
when be left for Denver and Omaha to confer with the “egional Oirector and te 
contact PRA, Civil Service, OF’, Forest Service and other governmental agencies 
on matters affecting the park. “e arrived in Uenver the night of vay 44, 
having flown from BMilings, and left Cenver the night of the 2th for Omahe, 
spending the night of the 29th there aml returning to Denver on the Both. Me 
expected to return to the park on June 2. «swiatant -uperintendenit Johnsten, 
whe reported to the park by trensfer from “egion One, “chmond, on “ay 17 and 
entered on duty the followin: day, was acting in the Sucerintendent'a absence. 
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The snow plows started opening the roads this year m lay 3, considerably 
later than diring the past several years. The plows reached ‘est Yellowstme 
and Old Faithful the following day as very little snow was encountered. On 
May 10 the road from the north entrance to the west entrance was opened to 
travel, and on the evening of May 22 travel wes permitted to Old Faithful. 

The plows reached Canyon on May 10. The road to Canyon and Lake was open to 
motorists on May 29. Considerable snow was encountered by the plows on the 
east side of the park and it was not expected that the east entrance road would 
be open before June 10 and the south entrance June 23. «as no funds are avail- 
able for opening the northeast entrance road from ited Lodge to Cooke it will 
probably be necessary for this highway to open of its own eccord. 


The meal rates for the government messes in the park were changed effec- 
tive May 1 to %1.20 per day and 65¢ for single meals, ‘The previously approved 
rates were 91.20 per day or 55¢ for single meals. 


On May 12 details were worked out with if. . M, Nichols, President of 
the Yellowstone Park Company, for the operations to be under way during the 
summer, and it was decided that no hotels, lodges or cafeterias would operate, 
that there would be no bus service, no service at ‘est Thumb, Canyon or Tower 
Falls, and that meals and lodgings would be available at the ¢, a. Hamiltm 
stores at Old Faithful and Fishing Bridge and the Pryor Coffee Shop at 
Mammoth beginning Way 29, and that tourist cabins, beth furnished and unfur- 
nished, would be available at Old Faithful and Mishing Bridye beginning June 
25. On May 22 a conference was held with Mr. Nichols and vr. Moorman of the 
Yellowstone Park Company, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Haynes «end Mrs. Pryor, and the ser- 
vices agreed upon May 12 were approved. «a circular of information regarding 
the accommodations and services to be available during the 19),3 season was 
issued under date of Hay 25 and a copy is attached to this report. 


The Old Faithful and Fishing Bridge stores officially opened on May 29 
to accommodate overnight visitors although the Old Faithful store had been 
taking care of visitors since the 23rd, and the Mammoth store was open to 
accommodate overnight visitors beginning May 29. The Haynes “ammoth store 
opened on the same day. 


The fishing season opened in the park on Decoration Day, Vay 30, but 
due to high and muddy water stream fishing was very poor. 


On May 22 the superintendent appointed a new school board for the next 
school year consisting of Albert fi. Elliott, Chairman, Harold J. Jrodrick, 
Secretary-Treasurer, Philip H. “iohlbrandt and Mra. Henry Peterson. The 
school term ended on May 21. 


On May 23 the park was the scene of a horrible accident which occurred 
in the area near West Yellowstone. A 5-17 bomber from the airfield at 
Lewistown, Montana, caught fire and crashed at a point about four miles 
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gouth and two miles east of the weat entrance shortly after midnight. Cen 
members of the crew died from the accident while only one member, Lieutenant 
William McDonald, 24, bombardier, was able to escape. . report covering 

this accident was prepared and subsitted te the Direetor and “egional Director. 
Tne dead included Sergeant “iiliam 5, XeCune, 28, of “est Orange, ‘ew Jerseys 
Staff Sergeant Lawrence ©. “edlin, 19, of Uhattanooga, Tennessee; Staff Sergeant 
Leo =, Thorn, 30, Lake Charles, Loulelana; Steff Sergeant Gonald . Mice, 21, 
Henrietta, Hew York; Staff Sergeant Gilbert 4. Underwood, 37, “est Orange, jlew 
dersey; Staff Sergeant Alexander Jurkowski, 21, Yrooklyn, tiew York; Lieutenant 
Roy E. Thompson, 23, Mount Pleasant, New Yorks; Lieutenant Janes Jerome Highley, 
@d, Oklehoma City, Oklahomas Lieutenant Gearge te Bragt, 23, Roosevelt, New 
York; Iieutenant lebert Kk. idwards, 37, “hliladelphis, Pennsylvania. 


The approved efficiency ratings for park employees as of “arch 31, 1943 
were received on May 27 and distributed to all employees concurned. 


eetions. lieutenant fF. a. Pelligrini, Coast duard intelligence, 
Seattle, in Hay 10 to investigate former Uistrict Janver Uarl Semingsen; 

GC. Ht. Felloek, Post Office Inepector, Casper, and 7. Ff. Surgett, cost Vffice 
Inspector, Denver, in May 15 to discuss postal operations for the simmer; 
Harry J. Liek, Superintendent, “ind Cave Nations) Park, da Uay 21 to get 

road grader for Gadlanda “ational “erament; Sobert Send, Pia engineer, Venver, 
in May 24; %. 8 Kram and 4, 7. Small, ‘eather Observers, 0, oO. ‘eather 
Bureau, Boise, in Hay 27 to make arrangements for furnishing weather reports 
to the park for the summer; John ©, Gatlin, Negional Sireector, and tf. 5. 
Kibbe, fegional Supervisor, Yivision of Mish Culture, <ibuquerque, New Mexico, 
in May 29 to diseuss fish program. 


Pla Urveya. besides the general office routine tie final 
repert on 0 Faith fal Sewer, F. %. 481, was completed. 


» <A press release for Loc as. newspapers regerding the 
«dead elk count was sent out from the park on “ay 7, and one on the season's 
operations and road cpeninys on Uay lea. On May 25 a circular of general 
information regarding services and accommodations avallable in the park for 
the 1943 season was issued for answering inquiries ami for distribution to 
perk viniters to supplemnt the 1942 park folder which will be used ajain 
this season. 


oad Maintenance. Maintenance crewn were organized and were operseting 
at Mammoth, Hadieson Junction, Tallatin, Tower Palle and Canyon by the end of 
the month. There is a severe shortege of labor for road maintenance work, 
and the park hes been forced to employ quite « number of high school boys who 
are mostly sixteen and seventeen years of age and rather light for the heavy 
maintenance work. However, they are the best and only ones available. 


Pour thousand gullons of 4C~2 road of] were placed us « seal coat on 
the Mammoth to Tower Falla section. {xtremely wet weather is delaying the 
oiling operations. 
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The roads, in general, went through the winter in good shape; however, 
the rapid runoff of water the last two weeks of the month was causing consider- 
able damage. The moat danger is on the Maumoth-Gardiner section along the 
Sardiner river where the extremely high water is eating into tie bank in a 
number of places. By the end of the month the erews had been able to check 
thie eresion, but it is believed that the high water peak hae not yet been 
reached. 


The temporary bridge that was placed over the hot. srot fiat developed 
in the middle of the road near Beryl Spring wae removed and « concrete slab 
placed there. ‘There war still plenty of teat at this peint. 


The snow crews started out on ay 3 to open the roads to vest Yellowstone 
and Old Faithful, then returned to Norria and went te Canyon, Lake and Thuwtb; 
from Thumb they returned to Lake and started east, andl by the end of the nonth 
had reached Sylvan Lake. lixcepticanaily good time was made becauge of 4 num 
ber of bare spots, but the average depth of snow ran from three to six feet. 


“erk on Job 509, Improvement of Water Channale under Urldges, Tower Pulls 
to Cooke, was nearly completed by the end of the month exeenpt for Landseaping. 


Other tLemnce. The carpenters sempleted placing « new asbestos 
shingle roof on Buliding 4-4 % B and aterted on thilding 5ei & B. The painters 
redecorated two rooms af Apartment ¥, Building No. 70; painted flashings and 
eaves of roof of Building Ne. 4; pain ited outside new work on Bullding Ne. Geis 
worked on kitchen and hall in Building Ne. Geis and painted hull and letter- 
ing on Ho. 2 boat. 


Seeaeaieataael The general store end gascline Alling atation at 
Yammoth was open throughout the month to take care of Loeal residents and 
@arly visitors. They began serving meals and accommadating overnight visiters 
on Hay 29. The general store at Old "aithful was opened on May 15, and ur. 
Hamilton started taking cere of overnight gueste on lay 29. The “lehing 
Bridge general store opened on May 29 for overnight guests. 


irs, Pryor and im. Hamilton arrived at the park vie the west gate on 
Way 15. Hr. Haynes, who hae sade hie home this winter in feszeman, "wioieed 
the park on several occasions during the month. Jie operations at Wanunoth 
opened on May 29. i. Nichols visited the park on Way 12 and May 21 end 22, 
and arrangewents were completed for the operations te be under way in the 
park this swemer. 


20978 x ig Gove tal A rpencies. Neo construction work was under way 
during ‘the ie ir. Robert Homi, Pi engineer from Denver, visited the 
park on Hay 24 for « conference on mattera to be handled by the Pita in the 
park this summer, 
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Travel. Gna thousand five hundred sixteen 
persons aeared the park tacing May ae compared te nine thousand three hun- 
dred fifty-seven during the sane month of 1942. ‘The total entering the park 
for this travel year to date is seven thousand seven hurmired fifty-three, 
compared to twenty-five thousand two hundred twenty-nine for 1942, # deeresse 
of 17,476, or 69.2%. 


Five hundred ten cars entered the park in Mer compared with three thou 
eand seventy for the same sonth in 19,2. The total care en tering the park 
for thie travel year is two thousend six hundred forty-eight compered to 
ne thousand eight hundred eighty eight for 1912, a decrease of 6,240, or 
70. 


Ranger Service. luanger work for Vay was highly diversi fled. 


Tne opening of the veriour reads required the moving ¢f several of the 
personnel from headquarters to field stations. Of the interior stations, 
Md Faithful, Canyon and Lake are now manned and esprit work ie in progress. 


forth, northeast and west gates huve been opersted on « 7:00 aor. to 
9100 p.m. basis since the opening of the read to “est Yellowstone. North 
gate has been in operation thraghout the month. 


The army bamber which crashed in the vicinity of ‘est Yellowatere on 
the night of Kay 23 required the efforts of 211 available ranger perronnel, 
for the ensuing week in the search and removal operations. 


Traliwork, telephone line rewair, horse pastura repair, building fire 
irepection and road patrol siong with organization of the protection force 
for summer operations consumed the remainder of the rangers’ tine. 


A “shew-ine” trip conducted by members of the protection ferce Yay 8 and 
9 culminated in the formation of the Absaroka Wldlife Conservation Committee. 


Hellis i. Hope reperted for work as ranger Yay 12, 1% 3. 


_ Ppelice Protection. fio law enforcenent cases were held during the month 
of Way. 
Ageidents. Ne automobile accidents were reported for the month. 


we On May 8 and 9 the Abvarcka “ildlife Conser- 
vation ¢ tee was formed by representatives of the Yontana @igh and fame 
Department, Forest Service, National Park Service, Park County ited and Gun 

Club, Livingston Chamber of Commerce, Livingston Junior Chamber of Commerce, 
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Dude Rancher's Association and steckgrowers, The representatives spent parts 
of the two days examining the northern winter game range and at the final 
meeting voted to recommend to the Yontana Mish and Game Cosmission that 
hunters harvest 1,600 elk from the northern Yellowstone herd next winter, 

From the facts available it was agread that this would Leave a herd ef approxi- 
mately 7,000 in the spring of 1944. 


Elk. The 1943 reduction report summarising the past winter's operations 
was submitted. 


;: e On May 20 eleven buffalo remained 4 short distance outeide the 
park on Beagle Creek above Gardiner, Montana. “ther buffalo which wintered 
outeide the park apparently had returned to the park, Yost of the arimals 
in the Lamar herd frequented the liorseshos area during May when mumerous 
calves were observed. Attempts to secure a census of the calves were not 
successful. 


The annual buffalo report was submitted during the month. 


; » Ho bear damages or injuries were reserted during the month, 
Very few bleck bears were seen near the roade but numercis ¢rigzlies vere 
reported from various places. Une yearling grizzly was “illed by a ear 
near Norris on May 26. 


1% | e odent. control activities di eposed of 1&0 ground 
squirrels in the Mammoth area and 75 near the Tower falls ranger stution 
during May. Control meacures, which are limited to ereas of human habita- 
tion, were restricted by a lack of ammmition for the purpose. 


Fish Culture. On May 19, 30,999 sive 1-1/2 loch Loven trout were 
delivered by the Jontam Fish and Game Separtment from the hatchery at 
Emigrant and planted in the Sardiner Aiver. 


Superintendent William Dunn of the Fieh and ildlife Service bstchery 
at Yellowstone Lake started work on May 15 and had enlarged his crew te seven- 
{een men by the endof the month. Extremely high water hampered the work of 
placing the traps in operation and the low teaperature of the waters of the 
streams and lakes apparently delayed the run go that no spawn hed been taken 
to the end of the month. 


Spawn taking at Trowt Lake newer Soda Butte commenced on Muy 22 and 
325,000 rainbow eggs had been secured by Yay Bl. A span-taker will be as- 
signed to work at Grebe Lake on June 1. It ia planned to secure approximately 
2,000,000 grayling eggs at that station this season. 


Pire tion, Que to the fact that there was very little 
frost in the ground when the winter snow began to welt, there wae an unusual 
amount of windfalle throughout the forested areas of the park curing the 
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month. This added greatly to maintenance work on tighnays and telephone 
lines. 


Qne ranger was sesigned to work in the forest fire tool cuche during 
nost of the ponth and was assieted by other ranvera from Uime te time as 
other work permlited. «all the forest fire protection evuipment was thor- 
ougtily inventeried and al) fire fighting euulipment unite placed in readiness 
for the 1943 fire season. 4 fire guard wae entered on duty on Var 24 to 
handle the work in the headquarters fire tock cache. Gonaiderable aiPie 
eulty has been experienced in hiring fire guards ari pre-superession crewmen. 
Kord was received during the ponth that one flre guard potion had been 
reallocated to [1X per year ami five to [1600 per year. 


ous, The regular monthly meeting of the Federal Gaploywes' 
ae wae held in the Canteen on ay 3. 


“ord wag received on Nay § that formr park service ear leyess Zap) 
femingeen, Hugh Peyton, Curtis f, Skinner, John day, “ilidac byoud ist, rarak 
Xowaki, Walter Gummill and “eyne Alcorn, who had enlisted in the U, 5, Coast 
Suard and were stationed om the “est Coust, had ol] been recommended for 
commizsions es ensigns and thet Lr. © eningsen imc already received his 
comission and wae being considered for promotion to a lisutenant, junior 
grade. Verde Vatson, former Tellovstom ranger who enlisted in the sare 
organization, was being recemmended for Cerrant Officer. 


Park Ranger Harry Stone was murried in "eck Springs, “yoming, on “ay 28, 
to Edna Waxine Kralix of lreacott, Iowa. 


Katherine Meavey, Yellowstone acting ‘ostmaster, was married In Dozeman, 
Yontana, on May 30, to D*Grion Chew, Northern “acific igent at Gardiner. 
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May 25, 1943. 
RCCOMMODATL I Oeles AND SERVICES 
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SEASON OF 1943 


Yellowstone National Park will be open during the 1943 season to take care of 
‘such visitors as might be able to reach the park. None of the hotels, lodges or 
cafeterias will be in operation during the season. None: of the railroads serving 
| the park will deliver passengers to the various gateways with the exception of the 
|Northern Pacific, which will run daily bus service, except Sundays, from the main 
line at Livingston, Montana, to Gardiner, Montana, the north entrance. 


_No buses will be operated in the park so that travel will be confined entirely 
to persons having their own transportation. 
ROADS 


North and west gates now open te visitors and road to Old Faithful. Roads to 
Canyon and Lake from north and west gates open May 29. 


Rast entranee road opens June 10; south entrance June 24; northeast entrance 
early in July; Continental Divide June 26; Dunraven Pass June 20). 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS - General store and gasoline filling station; coffee shop 
| (meals and lodgings and fountain service). This service now available. 

OLD FAITHFUL - General store and gasoline filling station; garage service; 

| meals and lodgings and fountain service in general store. This service now avail- 
| able. Tourist cabins (furnished and unfurnished) beginning June ©¢5. 


FISHING BRIDGE - General store and gasoline filling station; garage service; 
meals and lodgings and fountain service in general store. This service available 
beginning June 5. Boats for hire beginning June 10. Tourist cabins (furnished am 
unfurnished) beginning June 25. 


HAYNES PICTUR& SHOPS 


Haynes Picture Shops at Mammoth Hot Springs and Old Faithful (beginning May 2 
Film, postcards,’ Haynes Guide, ete. available at Fishing Bridge at Hamilton store. 

| RATES 

Meals at coffee shop at Mammoth and Hamilton stores at Old Faithful and Fish- 
ing Bridge; breakfast 75¢; lunch #1.V00; dinner $1.U0. Fountain service available 
at these three locations. : 

Lodging at coffee shop at Mammoth and Hamilton stores at Old Faithful and 
Fishing Bridge; $1.50 per night single; $¢.50 per night double. 

Tourist cabins at Old Faithful and Fishing Bridge after June 25: furnished 
cabins (not including cooking utensils), one person, per night $1.75; two persons, 
per night, $3.00. Partially furnished cabins: $1.00 for one person, per night ; 
31.25 to $4.00 for two to four persons per night. 

BATHING 

Neither the swimming pool at Ifammoth Hot Springs nor the swimming pool at Old 

Faithful will be open. Public baths at Old Faithful and Fishing Bridge tourist 
‘cabins -- shower baths 25¢. 


SADDL# HORSiS 
No saddle horses for hire in park. 


=" over: = 


MALL 
Only the main post sees at Mammoth Hot Springs, the oe headquarters, will 
be open. Mail must be called for at this post office. 
TOLSPHONS S&RVICE 
Telephone booths for long distance and park service available at the Haynes 
Picture Shop at Mammoth, Hamilton store and tourist cabins at Old Faithful and 
Hamilton store and tourist cabins at Fishing Bridge. 
TELEGRAPH SERVICE 
No telegraph stations will be operated in the park. Incoming telegrams for 
the park will be received at the Northern Pacific Depot at Gardiner and ‘phoned 
into the park. Outgoing telegrams from the park will be 'phoned to the telegraph 
office in the depot at Gardiner. 
MEDICAL SERVICE 


The Mammoth hospital will not be operated. Nurses available at Mammoth, Old 

Faithful and Fishing Bridge. 
LAUNDRY 
No laundry service will be available in the park. 
CHURCH SuRVICES 

No regularly scheduled church services in the park. Ministers from Livingstor 
will conduct services in the chapel at Mammoth about once a month. 
Fishing season; May 30 to October 15, except in special areas. NO FISHING 

LICENSE REQUIRED. Boats for rent at Fishing Bridge. Fishing regulations available 


at ranger stations and contained in 1942 folder, which are available at park en- 
trances and ranger stations. 


MUSUMS 


The museums at Mammoth and Old Faithful will be open beginning June 20 on 
scheduled hours. No guide or lecture service. Self-guiding trails at Mammoth and | 
Old Faithful. 


HOURS FOR GATES 
The park gates will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
CAMPGROUNDS | 


The following campgrounds will be open for campers: Madison Junction; Lewis 
Lake; Pebble Creek; Mammoth; Indinn Creek; Lava Creek; Old Faithful; ‘Fishing Bridge 
West Thumb; Specimen Creek; Norris. 


The following campgrounds will not be open: Snake River; Canyon; Tower Falls; 
Yellowstone Cascades. aa 
LITSRATURS 
As funds are not available for the publication of a Government folder for the 
1943 season and due to changing conditions the 192 folder for the park, containing | 
a good map, general regulations and information on the park features, will be avail: 
able at all entrance and ranger stations. . 


FIR#WOOD - | 
For sale at tourist cabins at Old Faithful and Fishing Bridge beginning June oe 
BUFFALO SHOW HiRD AND GRIZZLY BEAR GROUNDS 


The buffalo corral at Antelope Creek and the Grizzly Bear Grounds at Canyon wil 
not be open to the public. | 
ENTRANCS FAR 

The regular }3.00 motor vehicle license fee and $1.00 house trailer fee will be 
charged, 


MAXIMUM SPEED 35 MILES - STRICTLY #NFORCED. DON'T F#2D THE BsARS! 


ddmund B. Rogers, 
Superintendent. 
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